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Coming Events

Due to the uncertainty of the immediate 
future, please check the LCCTC website for 
the most recent updates on any coming 
events.

COVID-19 Public School Shutdown
We are living and working in challenging conditions.  As of the publishing date, 
the Lancaster County CTC campuses remain closed, with some adult programming 
continuing online.  Updates on the current status of the LCCTC and details of our 
understanding of the COVID-19 outbreak in the region will be posted on the CTC’s 
website at www.lancasterctc.edu/news.  Please check there frequently for the 
latest news and updates.

Recommended Links to News and Resources on COVID-19/Coronavirus:

Link to LCCTC News Webpage for Latest Updates

Optional Online Resources for LCCTC Students

List of Student Meal Opportunities in Lancaster County

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website on COVID-19

World Health Organization website on COVID-19 (with translations)

PA Department of Health website on COVID-19

PA Department of Health Coronavirus Fact Sheets

LCCTC February Students of the Month
The students of the month for February are:

Brownstown
• Lillian Baird - Conestoga Valley School District  - Commercial Art program
• Sebastian Renovales - Hempfield School District - Computer Systems 

Technology program
Mount Joy

• Amy Nguyen - Manheim Central School District - Public Safety Academy
• Holly Fahnestock - Ephrata Area School District - Early Childhood 

Education program
Willow Street

• Sirr Diehl - Penn Manor School District - RV & Outdoor Power
• Equipment program
• Theresa Hurst - Manheim Township School District - Intro. to Visual 

Communications program 

Congratulations, everyone!

March, 2020
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LCCTC Earns Six-Year Re-Accreditation
The Council on Occupational Education has reaffirmed accreditation for the Lancaster 
County Career & Technology Center (LCCTC) for the next six years.  Such accreditation 
demonstrates that a facility is working toward continuous improvement in fields includ-
ing institutional mission, educational programs, strategic planning, student services, 
and more.  The LCCTC was informed about the continuing accreditation on March 6.

The Council on Occupational Education (COE) is recognized as an authority to deter-
mine educational quality among postsecondary occupational education institutions.  
Accreditation from a national accreditation agency like COE is one of the eligibility 
requirements necessary to offer Title IV federal student financial aid.

The LCCTC Re-Accreditation Team, led by Supervisor of Curriculum, Mike Moeller, and 
aided by Curriculum Assistant, Cheyenne Smith, included campus principals, counsel-
ors, department heads, program instructors, and others.  This group was clearly the 
driving force responsible for the CTC’s successful re-accreditation.

Moeller explained that re-accreditation is a lengthy, 12- to 24-month process that includes a systemic self-study, evidence collec-
tion, and a COE team visit.

“The LCCTC’s official start to the 2020 re-accreditation process began back in January, 2019,” Moeller said; but he added that 
the process really began with the last re-accreditation cycle in 2014.  He said that after that process, the LCCTC enacted several 
procedural and record-keeping changes that shifted reporting from paper forms to online ones.  That paradigm shift allowed the 
preparation process for this round of re-accreditation to take place faster and more smoothly than previous iterations.

“Cheyenne [Smith] was able to create a system of forms and online reporting that vastly streamlined the process.  A huge part 
of the process was compiling evidence and support materials to demonstrate that we were meeting specific criteria within the 
process, and we had to do that for 293 different criteria,” Moeller said.  With the online forms, he added, program instructors 
and department heads were able to submit evidence faster.  He said that they could also compile it easier and with fewer human 
errors.

The re-accreditation culminated in a site visit by the COE’s evaluation team between September 16-19, 2019.  For about a week, 
the evaluation team reviewed evidence, pulled random samples, interviewed staff, and conducted other oversight to determine 
the LCCTC’s status.  Several weeks later, the LCCTC received a report that included several items to address prior to conferring 
re-accreditation.  The LCCTC team reviewed and addressed the points in question and resubmitted to the Council in November, 
2019.  Ultimately, the Council was satisfied and conferred re-accreditation on the LCCTC for another six years.

Moeller specifically pointed out that the successful re-accreditation was a culmination of effort from all of the faculty and staff.

“We couldn’t have done it without everyone’s cooperation, effort, and buy in,” Moeller said. “I really appreciate everything that 
everyone did to support this.”

Early Childhood Education Program Earns Distinguished Training Credential
The Early Childhood Education program at the Mount Joy campus of the Lancaster County 
Career & Technology Center (LCCTC) was recently designated as a CDA Gold ComprehensiveSM 
program following a quality review of its training and student services by the Council for 
Professional Recognition (the Council).  The CDA Gold ComprehensiveSM award validates and 
acknowledges that an institution provides high quality programming, training, and student 
support in early childhood education (ECE).  The award demonstrates that an education 
program has in place the high-quality training and student services that ECE students need in 
order to prepare to earn the Child Development Associate® (CDA) credential.

“I always thought that we had developed a high-quality ECE program.  I wanted to pursue an 
equally high-quality, rigorous, and comprehensive program designation that would reflect 
that,” said Wendy Bertoli, LCCTC Early Childhood Education Instructor said.

Holly Fahnestock, a senior with Ephrata School District, said that she had always wanted to 
work with kids with special needs and that she was drawn to the Early Childhood Education 

Early Childhood Education Instructor 
Wendy Bertoli and some of her ECE 
students.



Program at the LCCTC early in her high school career.  “I knew that I wanted to be in the ECE program and I took steps and set 
goals since freshman year to position myself so that I could take this class,” she said.  “I think that it’s great that the program has 
been recognized for its quality!  It’s a lot of hard work, so it takes determination but you get to learn about something that you’re 
passionate about every day.” Fahnestock said.

Helen Teese, a senior with Manheim Township School District, agreed with her classmate.  “I love how much the instructors care 
about your education in this program.  My main goal is to be an elementary school teacher and this program offered a great 
opportunity to learn about the development of children from infancy.”

CDA Gold ComprehensiveSM programs must include sound business policies and practices and quality student services that meet 
their educational and professional needs.  All ECE programs that earn the CDA Gold ComprehensiveSM designation align with the 
formal education coursework found in the CDA’s Eight Subject Areas include:

• Planning a safe and healthy learning environment
• Advancing children’s physical and intellectual development
• Supporting children’s social and emotional development
• Building productive relationships with families
• Managing an effective program operation
• Maintaining a commitment to professionalism
• Observing and recording children’s behavior
• Understanding principles of child development and learning

CTC Students Attend Public Radio Broadcast On Career & Technology Education
Students from the Lancaster County Career & Technology Center attended an episode of WITF’s Smart Talk Road Trip Thursday 
morning at the Rose Lehrman Arts Center at the Harrisburg Area Community College campus.  The program was a remote broad-
cast of the station’s daily public affairs radio program.  The day’s topic was career and technical education (CTE).  Students from 
CTE institutions from all over the region attended the broadcast.

Keith Yohn, Assistant Administrative Director of the Lancaster County CTC, was one of the escorts 
for the LCCTC students attending the broadcast.  He said that the radio show was a great opportu-
nity to share information and insight on career and technology education and on the role that CTCs 
have in preparing their students to further their education.

“The public doesn’t hear enough about the pathways that are available to CTE students to contin-
ue on and get college degrees.  Institutions like the Lancaster CTC have dual enrollment and artic-
ulation agreements with regional colleges and universities providing direct connections between a 
career and technology education and a college degree.

The broadcast featured interviews and panel discussions with questions from the students in the 
audience.  Ashley Burkett, a Medical Assistant student from Penn Manor School District, stood in a 
lengthy line to ask the panel a question.

“My comments during my time at the microphone focused on the pathways that are available in 
career and technology education to continue on and get a college 
degree,” Burkett said. “I want to be a Labor and Delivery Nurse and 

I realized early on that my classes and courses here at the Lancaster County CTC are building me 
toward that goal.  I will graduate from CTC and my sending school as a Certified Medical Assistant.  
How can that not give me a head start over students starting college who haven’t taken a hard 
medical class yet?  In my opinion, CTC students are driven!  They are way better prepared for the 
difficulty that they will face in college than those of us that have taken healthcare courses.”

Julian Honaker, an LCCTC Administrative Medical Assistant student from Hempfield School District, 
shared Ashley’s views and gave his own opinion on the perception of career and technical educa-
tion during the broadcast.

“I think that parents aren’t really seeing what CTCs are all about.  The Lancaster County CTC helped 
me figure out what it is that I want to do with my life.  There is a perception that going to school at 
a CTC is somehow going to keep you from continuing your education.  That is the exact opposite of 
the truth,” Honaker said.

Ashley Burkett speaking at the 
Smart Talk broadcast.

Julian Honaker taking his turn at 
the microphone with a question.



According to the Smart Talk website, interviewees and panelists included “Gene Barr, President and CEO the Pennsylvania Cham-
ber of Business and Industry to offer a state-wide look at the demand for a technically skilled work force.”  Additional guests 
included “Scott Rogers, Assistant Director, York County School of Technology, along with student Nadia Stuckey, a Senior in the 
Engineering and Advanced Manufacturing program. Justin Bruhn, Director, Cumberland Perry Area Vocational Technical School 
and Kasey Davis, a senior in the Dental Assisting program are also joining the conversation to share their perspective.”

Interstate Support from Businesses Leads to Boiler Donation for HVAC/R Program
Thanks to connections between the Lancaster County Career & Technology Center (LCCTC) and local business and professional 
associations, HVAC/R students at Brownstown campus have a new, modern oil boiler to augment their training.  The new boiler 
was donated on February 26 by Energy Kinetics, a heating and hot water systems manufacturer headquartered in Lebanon, NJ.  
The connection for the donation was facilitated by the Southeastern PA chapter of Oil & Energy Service Professionals (OESP).  Bri-

an Kiernan, Territory Manager of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and DC, for Energy Kinetics, 
and Scott Ansel of Meyer Oil Company, Cleona, PA, and president of the Southeast 
PA Chapter of OESP participated in the donation.

“The new boiler will be an excellent model to train the HVAC students.  This will let 
them train on the same type of equipment that they will see when they are out on 
the job,” HVAC/R Instructor Michael Arnt said.  He continued saying that supplies 
costs are a significant factor in determining the specific hands-on work that is done 
in class.  He said that donations of materials like the new boiler make a huge differ-
ence in the overall education of the students in his class.

Mark Smith, Mid-Atlantic Region Territory Manager with Advanced Fuel Solutions, 
Inc., North Andover, MA, an active member of OESP said that promoting education 
and making connections between businesses and the trade schools is one of the 
principal missions of OESP.

“It’s all about helping the schools ensure that the students exiting their programs are properly trained on equipment that they 
are most likely to see in the field,” Smith said.  “We have been working with the LCCTC to fulfill this donation request for about a 
year.  It can take time, but the outcome of these donations benefits everyone involved – the donating business, the CTE school, 
the students.  It’s all worth the time.”

Lancaster County CTC Hosts Susquehanna Litho Club Student Night
With the flare of a flash strobe and the whir of a camera shutter, Isabel Vreeland’s head-and-shoulders photograph was taken 
and sent to a waiting Lancaster County Career and Technology (LCCTC) Visual Communications student.  For the next several min-
utes, Adrianna Wright, an LCCTC Visual Arts student from Garden Spot, processed, filtered, recomposed, and otherwise tweaked 
into a colorful, Pop Art comic version of Isabel’s portrait.

“This is really cool!” Vreeland, an LCCTC student in Intro to Visual Communications, 
Willow Street campus, exclaimed.  “I love how the image turned out!”

Vreeland’s portrait and several other visual communications activity centers were fea-
tured at the annual Susquehanna Litho Club Student Night, held on February 27 at the 
LCCTC Brownstown campus.  The Litho Club’s Student Night is one of the organization’s 
marquee events, this year drawing more than 150 students and business representa-
tives from counties in the south central PA region and into Maryland.

Heaven Renninger, a student from Berwick School District in Columbia County, said 
that she really enjoyed the activities that the various LCCTC Visual Communications 
programs presented, including screen printing and laser etching, Photoshop work, html 
website coding and website creation, photo portraiture, and more.   She said that she 
likes working with Photoshop, an industry-standard image-editing software package, 
and that the Pop Art portrait appealed to her.

“What I enjoy doing most with Photoshop is manipulating the images, fixing blemishes, 

CTC HVAC/R Students accept the donation of a new 
boiler from distinguished guests (front row r to l) 
Scott Ansel, Mark Smith, and Brian Kiernan.

Alex Carr, a student from the Columbia-Montour 
Area Vocational Technical School, poses at one 
of the Visual Communication activity stations.



correcting eye color and skin tones, that sort of stuff,” Renninger said. “But what I saw them doing with the Pop Art portrait was 
really cool, using filters to create the pattern of a comic book and stuff like that.  There were techniques that they used that I can 
also use for some of my own projects.”

Alexis Gresh, a student from Bloomsburg Area School District in Columbia County, was 
interested in the equipment that was in use and on display at the activity stations.

“I enjoyed the laser etching and watching it carve the corners off of the screen printed 
coasters.  All of the specialized equipment that we saw during the industry tour earlier 
and here at the LCCTC is really amazing,” Gresh said.

This year’s Student Night event included a tour of the Standard Group, a print man-
agement and marketing logistics company in Lititz, PA, dinner, and a panel discussion 
featuring current visual communications students and former students who were now 
working in the industry, sharing their professional pathways and advice for career 
success.

“During Student Nights, we usually tour a local business in the print or communica-
tions industry,” said Donna Painter, Susquehanna Litho Club Recording Secretary and 
one of the organizers of the evening’s event. “That tour is followed by presentations 

and activities at a local school or career and technology center with a printing curriculum.”  She added that the Susquehanna 
Litho Club has tight ties to the Lancaster County CTC.  Two members of their Board of Directors are instructors at the center – 
Randy Hess, Introduction to Visual Communications, and Dan McCauley, Digital Design and Print Media, both at Brownstown 
Campus.

Painter continued saying that one of the things that she values about Student Night is connect-
ing what Visual Communications students are doing in the classroom with the same skills that 
they see professionals using during the activities and tour.

“The students are shocked when they see, with their own eyes, the skills that they are learning 
in Visual Communications classes are the exact same skills that professionals are using out in 
the real world, just at a different scale,” Painter said.

Another Susquehanna Litho Club Board Member, Mike Brady, explained that the Litho Club 
events and the Student Night in particular is a look forward into the future of Visual Commu-
nications and an effort to invest in the next generation of printers, binders, digital designers, 
photographers, and anyone in Visual Communications.

“I remember coming to the Litho Club’s Student Night back in the 90s as a student myself,” 
Brady said.  “We hope to create a lasting impression on students and show them the possibili-
ties within a career in Visual Communications.”

The Susquehanna Litho Club is a social and philanthropic organization, established in 1959, 
that works to create awareness of the printing and visual communications industry in the 
region.  The club organizes several business-sponsored events throughout the year that range 
from fundraisers at local sports franchises to industry tours, networking sessions, and student 
nights.  During the student night events, students from schools and career and technology 
centers from around the area are sponsored by participating businesses.

CTC Students Take Part in State Automotive Technology Competition
Two Lancaster County CTC Automotive Technology students - Garrett Janelli from Cocalico SD 
and Dylan Miller from Penn Manor School District - competed in February in the 2020 Skip 
Wagner Automotive Technology Competition held at the Hershey Antique Automobile Muse-
um. Eleven schools were selected to participate in the competition, presented by the Pennsyl-
vania Automotive Association. Automotive Tech students took an online test in December to 
qualify for the competition. The competition had five, 15-minute work station sections and a 
90-minute section working hands-on with a 2020 Honda Accord. Dylan and Garrett had three 
hours to complete all sections. We are proud of these young men and the effort they put 
forth! Well done, Dylan and Garrett!

Isabel Vreeland (left) watches Adrianna Wright 
(right), both Visual Communications students 
at the LCCTC, as Adrianna manipulates Isabel’s 
photo into some attractive Pop Art.

Rebekah Shultz, a student from Colum-
bia-Montour Area Vocational Techni-
cal School, picks out a custom-made 
button in the Commercial Art activity 
center.

(l to r) Dylan Miller and Garrett Janelli



Early Childhood Education Warms Up to Spring
Warmer weather is encouraging outdoor play and outdoor learning for our Early Child-
hood Education (ECE) students! Bruce Gray from Graystone Landscaping visited the 
Mount Joy campus and taught the ECE students a bit about landscaping and tree care. 
The students planted two new cherry trees, straightened some existing peach trees, 
pruned our ash trees, and pruned the redbud tree on the toddler playground to grow 
into a climbing tree.

Mount Joy’s Introduction to Construction Careers class, 
under the guidance of instructor, Aaron Adams, has been 
doing amazing work for the last three years on the Early 
Childhood Education playground.  This year, they are adding 
several hardscape structures to the toddler playground to 
finish the renovations.  Eventually, the students will submit 
an application for a Nature Explore Certification. Such a 
certification shows commitment to bringing the classroom 
setting out into nature.

Finally, CTC students in the Welding program at Mount Joy are building some diggers for the dirt boxes 
in both the preschool and toddler playgrounds. Welding students, under the supervision of Instructor 
Andy Huber, have been learning about prototyping and customer service by taking the diggers to the 
children and listening to their feedback as the kids experiment with the diggers. The prototype digger 
is in it’s third revision and should be ready for the playground in the spring!

Lancaster County Career & Technology Center is an equal opportunity education institution and will not discriminate in employment, education programs, or activities on the 
basis of race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age or disability in its programs or activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other 
designated youth groups. This policy of nondiscrimination extends to all other legally protected classifications under state and federal laws.

For information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the rights of an individual with a disability, our obligations under ADA, or grievance procedures, contact the 
Business Manager and ADA Coordinator, 1730 Hans Herr Drive, PO Box 527, Willow Street, PA 17584-0527.  Telephone: 717-464-7050.

For inquiries regarding other nondiscriminatory policies and programs, or for information regarding services, activities, programs and facilities that are accessible to and usable 
by both disabled persons and national origin minority persons who lack English language skills, contact the Supervisor of Student Services and Coordinator for Title VI, Title IX and 
Section 504, 1730 Hans Herr Drive, PO Box 527, Willow Street, PA 17584. Telephone: 717-208-3124.

Mount Joy Early Childhood Ed-
ucation students help develop 
the ECE toddler playground.

Mount Joy Construction students build decking 
for the toddler playground.


